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Research Problem
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Cultural disintegration
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End of the world

.Mysli o koricu Swiata nawiedzaja z reguty ludzi, ktorzy
sa swiadkami upadku ich wtasnej kultury bedacej dla nich
do niedawna absolutem. W tradycyjnej kulturze ludowej
to, co nasze, nie wymaga uzasadnien, jest samo przez sie
oczywiste, stuszne, naturalne, prawdziwe"1

"Thoughts about the end of the world are usually haun-
ting people who witness the collapse of their own cul-
ture, which until recently was the absolute for them. In
traditional folk culture, what is ours does not require justi-
fication, it is self-evident, right, natural, true”

"Wiodzimierz Pawluczuk, Wierszalin, czyli reportaz o kofcu $wiata, s. 11
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Social disorganisation by Thomas & Znaniecki

® Social disorganisation

“decrease of the influence of existing social rules of be-
haviour upon individual members of the group™

2W. I. Thomas, F. Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America.
Monograph of an Immigrant Group, Vol. 1V, Disorganization and

Reorganization in Poland, Boston, The Gorham Press, 1920, p. 2
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Peasant current in literature
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Peasant current in Polish literature of XXth century

® Peasant current (Nurt chtopski) by Henryk Bereza — 3
generations
1. 1st, the 30s of XX century: Stanistaw Pietak, Henryk Worcell,
J6zef Morton, Stanistaw Czernik, J6zef Ozga-Michalski etc.
2. 2nd: Tadeusz Nowak, Wiestaw Mysliwski, Zygmunt Wéjcik,
Marian Pilot
3. 3rd: Edward Redlinski®

3H. Bereza, cyt. za: Anna Marzec, Proza Juliana Kawalca, Warszawa 1983,

p. 6
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Book cover

Ziemi przypisany
Tanczacy jastrzab

Pansewowy Instynut Wydawnivey
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Peasant current in Polish literature of XXth century

Some examplary novels:
e Julian Kawalec, Ziemi przypisany (1962), Tanczacy jastrzab
(1964)

* Wiestaw Mysliwski, Nagi sad (1967), Kamien na kamieniu
(1984)

* Edward Redliniski, Konopielka (1973)
® Marian Pilot, Jednorozec (1978), Piéropusz (2010)

® Tadeusz Nowak, Diabty (1971), A jak krélem, a jak katem
bedziesz (1968)
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Book cover

Goutiwn Firzeoats
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"Dancing hawk"in the eyes of critics and researchers

® the novel about the costs of social advance

® upstart’s (parvenu, dorobkiewicz) psyche, universality of the
scene of the delegation from the village*

e didacticism
® mentor-teller

® 2nd person narrator, epical You, epical appeal

4Zob. Jacek Kajtoch, Julian Kawalec — dyspozycje do portretu, w:

Poktosie, red. Konrad Strzelewicz, Krakéw 2001, s. 47
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Film poster
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"Dancing hawk-— parallels and references

e William Faulkner, Michel Butor — the narrator is not

omniscient, the knowledge of the narrator about the hero is
partial, riddled®

* parallels: Wasilij Szukszyn, Kalina krasnaya®

5Marzec, s. 56

Zob. Olga Cybienko, Julian Kawalec w Rosji, w: Poktosie, red. Konrad
Strzelewicz, Krakéw 2001, s. 33
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State of Art
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Critics and researchers on "Dancing hawk™ and peasant novel

* dialectics of lordship (paniskos¢) and peasantry (chtopskos¢)’
® reasons for leaving the village, the "overpopulated village”

* the opposition to the peasantry is not gentry/aristocrasy
(szlachta), but urbanity (miejskos¢) city inhabitants, townsmen

® the peasants are "late” (cultural evolutionism), they are
themselves guilty

¢ disappointment to compatriots — again peasants’ fault

"Marzec, s. 12
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Research hypothesis & methodology
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Research hypothesis & methodology

® Hypothesis: The novel is written form the hegemonic (master)
perspective.
® Methodology

® Postcolonial post-dependence perspective

® Hybridization and mimicry by Homy Bhabba, peasant aspires
to be a master

® Bourdieu's distinction
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Results
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Village
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Paternalism in the approach to the village

e Apparent lack of cumulation and the cause of "delay’:
.twoi wczesniejsi nie pomogli ci, bo oni tylko tyle zrobili,
ze dali ci zZycie i nauczyli cie mitosci do drobiazgow i to juz
byto dla nich duzo™®

"Your ancestor did not help you, because they only did
so much that they gave you life and taught you love for
small things and that was already a lot for them"

8s. 190
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Metamorphosis
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Metamorphosis

e Hawk
"Michat, that strong, tall peasant with a dark, hawkish,
greedy face”

.Michat, ten mocny, wysoki chfop o sniadej, jastrzebiej,
zachtannej twarzy™®
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Metamorphosis
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Metamorphosis |

e epiphany of narcissism, transformation in the mirror in the hall

,btazerisko-uroczyste przywdziewanie nowej skéry”°

"Clownish-ceremonial dressing of new skin"

® asks his "village” wife to burn old clothing'?

105 96-99
s 96-99

125 97
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Metamorphosis |l

® After the psychical break-down the skin falls from him

,zauwazytes mate obwistosci skéry przy brodzie™3

"You noticed small sagging of the skin at the chin”*

135, 197

s, 197
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Revolution a la Polonaise
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Revolution a la Polonaise — the cat

® Cat o' nine tails (the cat) encourages the peasants in the
revolution
, Ten drobny przedmiot, ta trzcinka zakoriczona sko-
rzang petelka w dalszym ciagu prowadzita mysli i wyobraz-
nie tych ludzi, ktérzy weszli do pariskiego patacu’™®

"This small object, this cane finished with a leather
loop, still guided the thoughts and imagination of those
people who the master’s palace”®

155, 51

*s. 51 28 /45



Revolution a la Polonaise — the dog

¢ the little dog — the first victim of the social revolution (conf.
Roert Darnton, Great cat massacre)
Lprzydusit mu feb butem i pies skrobnat kilka razy no-
gami i zdecht7

he pressed his head with his shoe and the dog scratched
his feet several times and died

® as a result, Toporny does not want to tell his son about the
ground division (parcelacja ziemi)

7s. 49
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Revolution a la Polonaise — the master

® Humiliation of the master (dziedzic)

.1 wypadfo tak, ze dziedzic kleknat przed tym najbied-
niejszym z catej wsi. (...) kazali temu panu pocatowaé
nogi dziada i dziedzic to musiat zrobi¢"®

“and it happened so that the master kneeled before the
poorest of the whole village. (...) they told the master to
kiss the lout’s legs and the master had to do it "

185, 34
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Revolution a la Polonaise — the master

® The master (dziedzic) is the victim of his family already
,mdwiono o tym psie nieboraku, ze porzucita go dzie-
dziczka, gdy uciekata przed frontem’™?

"they were told about the poor dog, that he was aban-
doned by his wife when she was fleeing the front”
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Revolution 3 la Polonaise — the murder

® the peasant kills the mechanic — antagonism between the
village and the city, not between the village and the
aristocracy/gentry
Jten duzy chtop w chwili, gdy zaszumiat motor, uderzyt
siekierg w gfowe czfowieka siedzacego na siodetku spycha-
cza i zabit go"®

"the big peasant at the moment the motorbike star-
ted, hit with the ax in the head of a man sitting on the
bulldozer’s saddle and killed him”

205, 154
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Distinction
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® kondycja chtopa
.— Byfem zwyczajnym chfopem i mfodos¢ nie upty-
wafa mi na jeZdzie konnej. Gdy trzeba byto, zakopywatem
zdechte $winie, dobijatem zdychajaca kobyte (...)"*!

"— I was an ordinary peasant and my youth did not go
on horseback riding. When it was necessary, | buryed dead
pigs, knocked out a dying mare (...)"

215, 140
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® the peasantry must be confessed as a guilt

.przedstawiasz tej dziewczynie to swoje chfopstwo i
oskarzasz sie swoim chfopstwem, a potem pokornie wpa-

trujesz sie w twarz tej kobiety i oczekujesz pokornie wy-
roku"??

"You are introducing to this girl your peasantry and you
are accusing yourself with your peasantry, and then you are
humbly staring at this woman’s face and expect humbly
Jjudgment"

e motivation for continual promotion: so that you do not have
to hide your roots

22583
36 /45



® lost characteristics of the peasantry
.pozbyftes sie tego chfopskiego gapienia sie i rozwaza-
nia, tego powolnego rozwazania i znéw gapienia sie, i tego
chtopskiego zdziwienia na widok rzeczy drobnych™?3

"you got rid of this peasant stare and consideration,
this slow consideration, and again staring, and that peasant
surprise at the sight of small things”

235119
37/45



Michat Toporny and the young engineer
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® Young engineer
1. "with elegant behavior and knowledge of theater (...) he had
access to his father’s library dealing with humanities, and in
particular with French literature” (s. 176)
2. skilled dancer (s. 177)
speaks foreign languages (s. 188)
4. "a man in whom survived the gains accumulated for him for
many generations without his effort and pain” (s. 185)

w
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Diagnosis
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® a teacher-prophet says
.przyjdzie czas, kiedy bedzie mozna zmy¢ fajno i ziemie
z nog i wlozy¢ fadne dopasowane buty, w ktérych stopy
beda bielaty i pozbywaty sie zgrubien i peknieé pod palcami,
ktére tworza sie od chodzenia boso™*

"the time will come when you will be able to wash away
the dung and soil from your feet and put on a nice matching
shoes, in which the feet will be white and get rid of swellings
and cracks under the fingers that are formed from walking
barefoot”

245, 23
41 /45



® the teacher knows that not only Toporny is responsible
,Sporg czes¢ winy trzeba przerzucié¢ na dawny czas™®
"you have to pass a good part of the blame for the old
time"2¢

255, 158

265, 158
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Conclusions and further questions
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Conclusions and further questions

1. dialectics of lordship (panskos¢) and peasantry (chtopskosé) —
hybridization and mimicry Homy Bhabba, peasant aspires to
be a master

2. the opposition to the peasantry is not a aristocrasy (szlachta),
but city inhabitants — antagonizing the poor

3. disappointment to compatriots — again peasants’ fault

"It is worrying how to make dreams come true for a demo-
cratic and law-abiding society "’

4. the peasants are "late” (cultural evolutionism), they are
themselves guilty — false consciousness

2"Marzec, p. 16
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