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The Author and the Work
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Wªadysªaw Reymont

Wªadysªaw Reymont (1867-1925) � a triple portrait, 1905
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Wªadysªaw Reymont

• 1867: born as Stanisªaw Wªadysªaw Rejment, a son of a village
church organist in Kobiele Wielkie, near �ód¹

• 1868-1880: growing up at Tuszyn, near �ód¹

• 1881-1884: learning tailoring in Warsaw

• 1885-1888: traveling with a theatre troupe

• 1889-1892: working on the railway at Krosnowa, near Lipce

• 1893: changes his name to Reymont
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Wªadysªaw Reymont. Novels

• Pielgrzymka do Jasnej Góry (A Pilgrimage to Jasna Góra,
1895)

• Komediantka (The Deceiver, 1896)

• Fermenty (Ferments, 1897)

• Ziemia obiecana (The Promised Land, 1898)

• Chªopi (The Peasants, 1904�1909)

• Rok 1794 (1794, 1914�1919)

• Wampir (The Vampire, 1911)

• Bunt (The Revolt, 1924)
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�The Peasants�

• Creation: 1899�1908

• First publication: 1902�1908 (the weekly �Tygodnik
Ilustrowany�)

• Book edition: 1904�1909

• Nobel Prize: 1924

• translated into 27 foreign languages

• English translations

1. Michael H. Dziewicki, in the US: 11 printings between
1924-1942

2. Anna Zaranko, London: Penguin 2024
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Prize motivation

Per Hallström, Chairman of the Nobel Committee of the Swedish
Academy, Nobel Prize in Literature 1924. Presentation:

• �for his great national epic, The Peasants�

• �(...) characterized by an art so grand, so sure, so powerful,
that we may predict a lasting value (...)�
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Characters and their psychology

Per Hallström, Nobel Prize in Literature 1924. Presentation:
�All their ill-treatment has not su�ced to crush their

pride, but that pride is abundantly mixed with vanity;
it is touchy, lacking in balance, and gives no trustworthy
support to human dignity. Their virtues have as little

root as those of children.�
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Literary Genre

Stefam Licha«ski, 1982, occupational-milieu novel

�an almost encyclopaedic and downright cinematic por-
trayal of the farmer's occupational work�

��The Peasants� is not only an outstanding work of
art; it is also a valuable document that provides a substan-
tial amount of factual knowledge about the Polish country-
side at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries�
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The Peasants � the text of Polish culture
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Lipce Reymontowskie

Lipce of Reymont nowadays
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Lipce Reymontowskie

A Local Folk Ensemble
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The Peasants � the text of Polish culture

Film versions:

• Eugeniusz Modzelewski, Chªopi, 1922 (lost) in cooperation
with Reymont

• Jan Rybkowski, Chªopi, TV Series, 1972, 13 ep.

• Jan Rybkowski, Chªopi, 1973, 188 min.

• Dorota Kobiela, Hugh Welchman, Chªopi, 2023, 116 min.
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Methodological contexts
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Postcolonial studies

• Edward Said, Orientalism (1978)

• Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Can sublatern speak?, 1988

• Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
(1851) � small-holding peasants: �They cannot represent
themselves, they must be represented.�

• epistemic violence, colonizing episteme
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�Disorder of women�

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau: �Never has a people perished from an
excess of wine; all perish from the disorder of women�

• Sigmund Freud: women are �hostile to� and �in opposition to�
civilization (Civilization and Its Discontents)

• Georg W. Hegel: community �creates its enemy for itself within
its own gates� in �womankind in general�1

• Otto Weininger, Geschlecht und Charakter, 1903 (25 editions
by 1923): women are deprived of soul

1Carol Pateman, 1980
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Jagna
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Jagna

Jagna, 1973 (Emilia Krakowska)
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Jagna

Jagna, 2023 (Kamila Urz¦dowska)
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Jagna

Jagusia succumbed to the male gaze:

�It was always happening to her: someone had only to
�x her with a look or clasp her... and she'd tremble all over,
her will drained away and she'd swoon inside till she lost
sense of anything... How was it her fault!� (s. 98)
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Jagna

Marriage with Maciej Boryna

�She wondered if the old man would give her the beads
he'd mentioned at the fair before the wedding�
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Jagna and her fate

• Love a�air with Antek Boryna

• Marriage with Maciej Boryna

• Forced relationships with Mateusz and Voyt

• Falling in love with Ja±, the son of church organist
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Beating of Jagna

�A hundred hands reached for her (...) 'Tie her up, she
might break free and run o�,' advised the Voyt's wife.�
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Beating of Jagna

�They threw her, trussed like a sheep, on to the dung
(...) pelting her with mocking insults, laughter and curses
(...)

'You swine! You slut! Get o� to the soldiers, you pox-
ridden sloven!

' You've had your fun, so feast on your shame, have a
taste of grief�
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Beating of Jagna

�Jagusia, in fetters, lay on the dung, [beaten to the
blood], her clothes in rags, shamed eternally, degraded bey-
ond reason and misearble beyond everything. She lay as
though neither hearing nor feeling what was happening aro-
und her�
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Beating of Jagna

�They lifted the cart's boards and threw her down to-
gether with the dung like a loathsome carcass so that the
earth thudded beneath her. She fell on to her back and did
not stir at all�
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Jagna

Per Hallström
Jagna, �as much a symbol as a type�

• �poetry of the Polish soil and the Polish peasant woman�

• �all the natural magic, the blind working of natural impulses,
the pliancy and imaginativeness, the hunger for beauty, and
the absence of responsibility,�

• �the embodiment of all the �aws that Reymont has revealed in
his people, despite his love for them; yet she also represents all
those qualities which are rich and splendid in human nature.�
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Hanka

29 / 38



Weak Woman

�(...) there were only women left in the village, and
they hadn't the strength to manage everything nor the

head for it.�

30 / 38



Weak Woman

�And so it was with everything. Even calves wandered
untethered along the roadsides, smeared in mud like pigs.
Household implements rotted in the rain, ploughs rusted
away, sows farrowed in wagon baskets and whatever was
warped or snapped or broken fell down and lay where it
landed, for who was there to �x it? . . . The women?

But those starvelings barely had strength or time for
what was most urgent! Aye, let the men but come back
and things would change in a �ash . . . �
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Hanka

Hanka, 1973 (Krystyna Królówna)
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Hanka

Hanka, 2023 (Sonia Mietielica)
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Hanka and her fate

• Antek's wife

• the �rst part of the novel: weak and subordinated to males

• the second part of the novel, after the men are imprisoned:
strong and dominating
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Hanka and Money

Hanka is stingy

• when dividing a pig: �though she did regret the vodka a
little, it was too bad; she had to follow the custom among
farmers on such a holiday.�

• �Time to start preparing the gifts,' she thought ruefully,
looking at the sausages hanging on the rod�

• after her husband's return from prison: � 'Should I fry eggs for
Antek?' / `Go ahead, but don't squander the pork fat.� '

• during Józka's recovery: �Jagustynka continued to smear her
with the paste on the sly since Hanusia frowned on so great

an expenditure of butter and eggs�
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Hanka and Money

After Boryna's death, Hanka's �rst thought was the land and the
farm

�`He's died then, he's died!' she thought mournfully,
�ngering the beads of her rosary, but the prayer foundered
on her lips. Her head and heart were full of a twisted tangle
of motley thoughts and not inconsiderable fears.

`Such a farm � thirty-two morgen, pastures, wood, bu-
ildings, livestock!' She sighed, taking in the wide �elds and
God's whole world with pleasure.�
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The end

Thank you for your attention!
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