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Research Problem
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English Wikipedia Size in Volumes

Wikipedia pure text version in print (multimedia excluded)

• 13 stacks

• 2471 volumes (Britannica size)

• 5.4 million articles (as of May 2017)

• 3.294 milion words (as of May 2017)

• Polish Wikipedia: 1.2 million articles (as of May 2017)
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Wikipedia and its Metaphors

�Ruling metaphors among contributors�2:

1. garden, fertile soil, weeding

2. darwikinism, social darwinism (ecology of idas)

3. battle�eld of ideas

4. human-based genetic algorithm

5. collaborative work of art3

2http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_sociology
3Robert Fritz, Path of Least Resistance: Learning to Become the Creative

Force in Your Own Life, 1989.
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Wikitext as a palimpsest

�you cannot change the content of Wikipedia, you can

only supply a new one. �
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Wikitext as a palimpsest

Revision history of a Wikipedia article
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Model of Communication

• Receiver = we

• Sender = ?
�the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit.�
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The State of the Art
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The Gang of 500 vs. The Anonymous Horde
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Jimmy Wales: The Gang of 500

Jimmy Wales:

• 73.4% of all the edits � 2% of the users (1400 people)

• 50% of all the edits � 0.7% of the users (524 people)4

4Aaron Swartz, Who writes wikipedia, 2006
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What Is an Edit?

Two types of edits:

1. uploading textual content

2. �wikisation� of a content already uploaded
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Aaron Swartz: The Anonymous Horde

Top 10 contributors to �Alan Alda� entry

1. by edits: 7 registered vs. 3 anonymous

2. by letters added: 8 anonymous vs. 2 registered
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Aaron Swartz: The Anonymous Horde

Apparent exceptions

1. translations

2. plagiarism
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Other Proposals
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Persistent Word View

Persistent Word View (PWV) is based on

1. number of letters she input

2. the popularity of the content5

Top 10% most active editors generated 86% of Persistent Word
View (Feb. 2006)

5Priedhorsky 2007
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Persistent Word Revision

Persistent Word Revision (PWR) is

The sum total of subsequent revisions persisted by the

words in a revision.6

6Research:Content persistence
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Persistent Word View vs. Persistent Word Revision

• PWV stresses a role of a reader

• PWR � editors decide of the value of the content
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A Problem of Wikipedia Authorship

An Author of Wikipedia?

1. disappearing �author�7

2. aggregate author8

3. digital author9

4. collective author10

7Nora Miller, Wikipedia and the Disappearing �uthor", �TC: A Review of
General Semantics"Jan 2005, Vol. 62 Issue 1.

8Stephen T. Jordan, The Problem of the Aggregate Author, "International
Journal of the Book"2007, Vol. 4, Issue 4.

9Florian Hartling, The Digital Author? Authorship in the Digital Era, w:
The Author: Who or What is Writing Literature? red. Vanesa Matajc, Ga²per
Troha, Ljubjana 2009.

10Margaret Chon, The Romantic Collective Author, "Vanderbilt Journal of
Entertainment & Technology Law�ummer2012, Vol. 14 Issue 4.
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Authorship of Polish Wikipedia?
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Research Sample

30 random entries from Polish Wikipedia (�Random article�):

1. Powstanie Kantonalistów

2. Gmina Czarnylas

3. Aurora (telenowela)

4. Podró» na Tajemnicz¡ Wysp¦

5. Oberwiera

6. Park Narodowy Aªtaj-Tawanbogd

7. Ko±cióª ±w. Mikoªaja w Wilnie

8. Kla�er am Hoch�cht

9. Anthaxia attenuata

10. Jerzy Panek (polityk)

11. Wojna z terroryzmem

12. FSO Polonez Analog

13. Strange Frontier

14. Praszywe (Dolina �atana)

15. Chelmsley Wood

16. Droga krajowa B5 (Niemcy)

17. San Roque (Mariany Póªnocne)

18. Krupy (powiat sokoªowski)

19. Alex MacDowall

20. Scottish Premier League (2002/2003)

21. Bitwa pod Olszanic¡

22. Rodrigo Oliveira de Bittencourt

23. Hrabstwo White (Tennessee)

24. Bradford (Ohio)

25. Most Królowej Jadwigi w Poznaniu

26. Walenty Fory±

27. (Get A) Grip (On Yourself)

28. Andrzej Ekiert

29. Droga krajowa nr 471 (W¦gry)

30. Wyganki
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Authors

The characteristics of 1st and 2nd authors of articles11

all registered anonymous bot
1st authors 29 25 (86%) 2 (7%) 2 (7%)
2nd authors 21 14 (67%) 4 (19%) 3 (14%)

11K. Gajewski, Wikipedia and the Problem of Authorship. Aaron Swartz's
Hypothesis, w: Mens Sana. Rethinking the role of emotions. Proceedings of
the Fourth Argumentor Conference, red. R. K. Bakó, G. Horváth, Oradea 2016.
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Methodology and Research Sample
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The Double Face of Wiki Text

• Input Version of Wikipedia Article

• Output Version of Wikipedia Article
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Output Version of Wikipedia Article

Front-end: Output Version of Wikipedia Article (OVA)
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Input Version of Wikipedia Article

Back-end: Input Version of Wikipedia Article (IVA)
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IVA vs. OVA

• IVA is easy to determinate, calculated automatically, but
includes WikiMarkUp

• OVA is what we actually see, what counts for a reader, but is
di�cult to precise
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Other Methodological Problems

• Wiki MarkuUp Language

• Non-textual content: links, bibliography, tables, sounds,
images, graphics, diagrams, schemes etc.

• Styles: headings, lists, tables etc.

• Tranclusion (templates)

• Photos and other multimedia (WikiCommons)
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Research Sample

Research Sample

No Entry First Edit Last Edit PE Size
1 Teoria literatury 2006-02-06 2016-01-11 3626 1766
2 Literatura 2002-10-17 2017-03-10 5258 2232
3 Literaturoznawstwo 2004-06-02 2015-06-30 4045 4615
4 Franz Kafka 2003-02-08 2017-01-19 5094 18738
5 Adam Mickiewicz 2002-09-26 2017-04-20 5320 48480
6 �wiat przedstawiony 2005-02-08 2017-04-20 4453 4475
7 �mier¢ autora 2008-09-18 2017-01-19 3045 4904
8 Strumie« ±wiadomo±ci 2006-09-08 2016-09-08 3652 2605
9 Struktura dzieªa literackiego 2007-07-07 2017-04-20 3575 915
10 Podmiot czynno±ci twórczych 2007-07-02 2017-04-05 3565 734

PE � Period of Evolution (number of days)
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Results
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Statistics

No Entry NR NE NIR % of IR
1 Teoria literatury 70 44 8 11%
2 Literatura 338 185 20 6%
3 Literaturoznawstwo 73 44 5 7%
4 Franz Kafka 343 184 11 3%
5 Adam Mickiewicz 1890 860 � �
6 �wiat przedstawiony 123 86 16 13%
7 �mier¢ autora 20 14 4 20%
8 Strumie« ±wiadomo±ci 59 36 8 14%
9 Struktura dzieªa literackiego 9 4 2 22%
10 Podmiot czynno±ci twórczych 7 4 2 29%

NR � Number of Revisions
NE � Number of Editors
NIR � Number of Important Revisions
% of IR � % of Important Revisions
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Types of �Important� Interventions

1. development

2. abridgment

3. correction

4. portioning

5. rearrangement

6. vandalism

7. revert
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Examples of Wikipedia Entry Evolution
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A Subject of Creative Actions
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Initial: 2 of July 2007
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Current: 5 of April 2017
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Franz Kafka
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Initial: 8 of Feb 2003, 20:29
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8 of Feb 2003, 21:13
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8 of Feb 2003, 21:15
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14 of Aug 2004
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21 of August 2004
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26 of Dec 2006
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3 of June 2007
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5 of Dec 2008
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8 of January 2009

46 / 74



23 of March 2014
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Current: 19 of January 2017
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Literary Studies
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Initial: 2 of June 2004
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15 of June 2008
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13 of Oct 2008
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26 of Oct 2008
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Current: 30 of June 2015
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Death of Author
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Initial: 18 of Sep 2008
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24 of May 2011
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11 of Oct 2014
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Current: 19 of Oct 2017
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Stream of Consciousness

60 / 74



Vandalism
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21 of Dec 2007
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3 of July 2008
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Theory of Literature

64 / 74



Initial: 6 of Jan 2006
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29 of April 2006

66 / 74



4 of June 2006
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2 of Dec 2007
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10 of Jan 2009
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Correction
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15 of July 2009, 22:04
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15 of July 2009, 22:07
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11 of Jan 2016
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